ACADEMIE VETERINAIRE DE FRANCE
OPINION of the WORKING GROUP,
"Animals used for scientific purposes, lives that oblige us":
"ETHICS AND RECOGNITION DUE TO ANIMALS USED FOR SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES”
I / OBSERVATIONS

1 / The use of animals plays a pivotal role in enabling both fundamental and applied scientific discoveries. These
efforts contribute significantly to advancements in pharmaceutical, medical, and surgical innovations, benefiting
both human and veterinary medicine. Additionally, animal studies are integral to ensuring the safety of health
products, food, and vaccines, as well as to the production and quality control of antibodies and medicines. Beyond
these applications, animal use also supports environmental protection initiatives and is essential for training in
higher education and technical fields.

2 / Patients, patient advocacy groups, and pet owners continue to express a strong demand for new therapies, the
development of which still relies on studies involving animals.

3 / Expressions of gratitude toward animals are numerous, encompassing rescue dogs, police dogs, drug and
explosive detection dogs, war heroes, and animals exhibiting exceptional loyalty to their owners. In some cases,
monuments have been erected to honor their contributions and devotion.

4 / In several countries, institutions involved in the use of animals for scientific purposes have established cultures
of remembrance, paying tribute to these animals and acknowledging their critical role in advancing science and
medicine.

5 / Psychological, psychosomatic, and social challenges can affect individuals involved in the use of animals for
scientific purposes. Ignoring these difficulties can lead to significant distress, adversely impacting both their
personal and professional lives.

Il / REMINDERS
1 / Animals are sentient and conscious beings towards whom humans have a moral duty of consideration.

2 / The InterAcademy (medicine, pharmacy, and veterinary academies) Opinion of 29 June 2017, on the Protection
of animals used for scientific purposes regarding the 2017 revision of Directive 2010/63/EU, recommended
vigilance in the application of regulations. This includes ensuring that animals are used only in strict compliance
with the regulatory and ethical framework established by Directive 2010/63/EU on the protection of animals used
for scientific purposes. A key principle of this directive is the 3Rs rule (Replacement, Reduction, Refinement), which
serves as its foundation. Additionally, the use of animals for scientific or educational purposes should occur only in
the absence of suitable alternative methods and must be preceded by consultation with an ethics committee.

3 / In the absence of consistently adequate alternative methods, scientists today cannot entirely eliminate the use
of animals in advancing knowledge of living organisms, driving therapeutic innovation, and validating new medical
and surgical therapies for both human and veterinary applications. Furthermore, animal research remains vital for
addressing environmental protection challenges.



4 / Itis a requirement that at least one veterinarian serves on ethics committees tasked with evaluating research
projects, as well as in the institutions where the animal studies are conducted.

Ill / CONSIDERATIONS

1 / Society’s evolving relationship with animals recognizes them as sentient beings, no longer viewed as mere
objects but as subjects of meaningful relationships, whether in working roles or companionship.

2 / Changes in regulatory requirements are driving improvements in the environment and housing conditions for
animals used in scientific research. Additionally, new alternative methods are being regularly validated, allowing for
the reduction or elimination of animal use in certain fields, such as cosmetology and education.

3 / The culture of care fosters respect for the bond that develops between researchers, animal technicians,
caregivers, and the animals used in scientific research, ensuring ethical and humane treatment.

Based on the observations, reminders and consideration listed above, the French Veterinary Academy
(Académie Vétérinaire de France) recommends:

1 / That those in charge of institutions using animals for scientific purposes involve individuals and organizations in
initiatives recognizing the contributions of animals to scientific and medical progress. These efforts should express
gratitude and highlight the importance of remembering their role.

2 / That institutions using animals for scientific purposes include training on the concept of compassion fatigue and
implement measures to prevent and address it. These measures could include creating spaces to honor the
respectful relationships between staff and the animals, such as physical or virtual places of recognition, where
memorial events could also be organized.

3 / That university or private hospital centers, under the guidance of physicians and patient associations, remind
the public of the contributions animals have made to medical progress benefiting patients. This approach should
also extend to veterinary care establishments.

4 / That authors reporting on scientific and medical advancements acknowledge the critical contributions of
animals to these achievements, incorporating the "One Health" concept, which highlights the interconnectedness
of human, animal, and environmental health.

5 / That local authorities or the State, in partnership with associations, promote collective recognition of animals
used for scientific purposes. This could take the form of a plaque or statue in a public place of remembrance,
accompanied by educational and awareness campaigns directed at the general public.

6 / That the development of suitable structures be encouraged to accommodate animals at the end of their use in
scientific research wherever possible, with all stakeholders contributing to this objective.

7 / That the elements of this opinion and the accompanying report be made available to veterinary students and
participants in mandatory regulatory training before engaging in the use of animals for scientific purposes.

Opinion adopted at the Ordinary General Meeting of the Académie vétérinaire de France, by
unanimous vote of the full and emeritus members present, in Paris, on December 12, 2024.



